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Transport Canada’s role 
inthe National Strategy 
for the Integration of 

Persons with Disabilities 


Almost 3.5 __ 


nite family iennbers 
and co-workers. People 
with disabilities face 
~ barriers in 
_ transportation, 
communications, 
housing, education and 
recreation—barriers 
that must be removed if 
they are to participate 
fully in the life of thetr 
| community. 


A NATIONAL STRATEGY 
~ Bringing people with disabilities into 

‘the mainstream of Canadian life is 
the goal of a five-year, $158-million 
federal government program. The 
National Strategy for the Integration 
of Persons with Disabilities Involves 
10 federal departments, and Is 

coordinated by the Department of 
The Secretary of State. 


FIVE PROGRAM ELEMENTS 


Through the national strategy, the 
Government of Canada—in partner- _ 
ship with labour, business and 
industry, volunteer groups, other 
levels of government, and people 
with disabilities and their organiza- 
tions—will take the lead in removing 
barriers to full participation. Activities 
by federal departments and agen- 
cies will fall under five program 
elements: 


+ Access to eReboreton pene : 
and communications 


4 Community integration 
+ Partnership development 
~ Information exchange and 
coordination 
# Employment and training 
opportunities _ 


TRANSPORT CANADA’S ROLE — 


‘Transportation: the 
vital link © 


Transportation is the vital 
link that brings people 
together for work, 
recreation and dally life. 
Accessible transportation 
opens the door to 
independence for seniors 
and people with 
disabilities. 


Equal access 


Transport Canada’s role in the 
national strategy underlines the 
department’s Support for the 
orinciple that people with 
disabilities should be able to. 
travel with the same ease and 
dignity as other travellers. 


The department's long-term 
goal is to ensure that people 
with disabilities can travel 
anywhere in Canada without 
encountering either ohysical or 
attitudinal barriers. 
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Cooperation and effective 
action 


Canada's public transportation 
system |S, actually many systems 
joined together. Making this system 
accessible requires Cooperation 
among all levels of government and 
industry to achieve effective action. 


Financial incentives 


As part of the five-year national 
Strategy, Transport Canada is 
making $24.6 million available to 
the transportation Industry to 
develop and use equipment that 
will make Canada’s transportation 
system more accessible. 


FOURTEEN MEASURES : 


Transport Canada’s participation In 
the five-year strategy includes 14 
measures to improve accessibility. 


Bus transportation 


Making intercity buses 
accessible 


Federal funds totalling $3. 5 million 
are available to Canadian 
intercity bus operators to 
ourchase or install lifts, 
devices and other 
features making buses 
more accessible. 


An accessible 
charter bus 


Building on an existing 
accessible intercity 
coach program, this 
$350,000 project 
focuses on developing, 
testing and demonstrating 

a new accessible charter DUS. 


Low-floor bus Be 
Canadian conditions 


This long-term $600,000 project will 
stimulate the develooment of a new 
_ generation of low-floor, accessible 
urban buses engineered for ean 
Canadian conditions. a a 
i oe 
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This national bus tour marks the 
7oth anniversary of the Canadian 
National Institute for the Blind, and 
highlights various technologies and 
devices for people who are blind Or 
have a visual impairment. 


Air and rail boarding 1g systems 


Funding of $4.1 million will be pro- 
vided to commercial alr carriers and 
VIA Rail to acquire boarding devices 
and other 
features to 
make com- 
muter aircratt 
and trains 
more acces- 
Sible. 


ort ground transportation 


? 


Funds totalling $2.5 million are 
available for purchasing or Installing 
lifts and other devices to make 
airoort shuttle buses and taxis more 
accessible. 
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Funding for the Accessible Venicle 
Acquisition Program (AVAP), which 
provides funds on a cost-shared 
basis to small communities to 

buy vans and 
minibuses 
aciapted for 
people with 
disabilities 
and seniors, 
Will be trioled 
to $1.5 mil- 
ion annually. 


Car-rental companies can apply for 
financial assistance froma. 
$675,000 fund to equip automo- 
biles with hand controls. Funds are 
also available to purchase or-install 
lifts or other devices on automobiles 
for people with 
disabilities. 


Training and Outreach 


Training 


To improve service 
on trains, airolanes, 
buses and ferries 
for passengers 

with disabilities, 
$675,000 has been 
earmarked Tor train- 
INQ programs for staff } 
on these carriers. i 


Outreach 
workshops 


Funds totalling $860,000 sup- 
port this series of workshops on 
the travel needs of people with 
‘mobility, visual and hearing im- 
pairments. Tne workshops, to be 
held across Canada, will focus 
on new programs and practices. 


Mobility clubs 


Over the next five years, a total 
of $740,000 will be directed at 
Implementing and improving the 
concept of mobility clubs in small 
communities, 
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Technology transfer and 


disability database 


: Technology transfer 


Canadian carriers,.operators and 
industry may apply for financial 


assistance from a $2.9 million 
fund to install, test and evaluate 
, small-scale, 
accessible _ 
transportation 
technologies. 


Peaisvdveation and disability 
database 


Transport Canada is continuing the 


develooment of a transportation and 


disability database, which provides 
information on people with 
disabilities as well as their difficulties 
while travelling. 


Independence ’92 


Transport Canada demonstrated a 
variety of Canadian-developed ° 
technologies for people with 


disabilities at this major international 


conference and ‘exposition. 


“THIS PUBLICATION IS AVAILABLE IN 
_ BRAILLE AND ON AUDIO CASSETTE. 
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TRANSPORTATION OF DISABLED PERSONS PROGRAM (ACCD) 


TRANSPORT CANADA 
PLACE DE VILLE, TOWER C 
330 SPARKS STREET, 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO 
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TYPE D'ORGANISME QUE 


M. VOUS REPRESENTEZ 
BERN) EAGT ee NOM DE PANICLE so eee (ne cochez ()qu'une seule case). 
MLLE ’ 
TITRE J FABRICANT 
(J MEDIAS 
ADREEEE CONSOMMATEURS 
(I CONSEILLER 
NGS Ase ea Ie ea ——— ee CODE FOSTAL CO UNIVERSITE 
PAYS J ARCHITECTE 
(J DESIGNER D'INTERIEUR 
LANGUE DE CORRESPONDANCE SUPPORT DE SUBSTITUTION CEXPLOITANT/TRANSPORTEUR 
LJ ANGLAIS J FRANCAIS LJ sBraitte (J GRoscaractéres LJ auDio-cASSETTE = GIASSOCIATION 
VEUILLEZ INDIQUER LE TYPE D'INFORMATION QUE VOUS DESIREZ OBTENIR AU SUJET DU PROGRAMME DE Q PHONO SI Ntee 
TRANSPORT DES PERSONNES HANDICAPEES. AUTRE (preécisez) 
() PROJETS PREVUS SUBVENTIONS ET RECHERCHE ET DEVELOPPEMENT 
() RAPPORT ANNUEL CONTRIBUTIONS LU TRANSPORT FERROVIAIRE 
(J ACCES DIRECT LJ AIDE FINANCIERE AUX (J TRANSPORT AERIEN/ CO TRANSPORTS CANADA 
(J) ELABORATION DES POLITIQUES EXPLOITANTS D'AUTOBUS AEROPORTS se 
2 EDUCATION DU PUBLIC, OSYSTEMES CIAUTOCAR/TRANSPORT ROUTIER AUTRE MINISTERE FEDERAL 
FORMATION ET DIFFUSION DE D'EMBARQUEMENT POUR (J TRANSPORT MARITIME (2) SOCIETE DE LA COURONNE 
L'INFORMATION AERONEFS ET TRAINS _J TRANSFERT DE TECHNOLOGIE LJ GOUVERNEMENT 
CI TRANSPORT TERRESTRE (J RECHERCHE ET DEVELOPPEMENT PROVINCIAL 
AUTRES INITIATIVES AUX AEROPORTS SUR AUTOBUS POUR 
J] BASE DE DONNEES SUR LE C) VOITURES DE LOCATION AFFRETEMENT J GOUVERNEMENT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT ET LES PERSONNES AUX AEROPORTS (J NOUVEL AUTOBUS URBAIN A CI ADMINISTRATION 
HANDICAPEES (J PROGRAMME D'ACQUISITION PLANCHER SURBAISSE MUNICIPALE 


(1 GRANDE TOURNEE SUR L'ACCESSIBILITE — DE VEHICULES ACCESSIBLES ; 
O) ATELIERS "EXTENSION" (J GOUVERNEMENT ETRANGER 


CLUBS DE MOBILITE "EXTENSION" MERCI D'AVOIR BIEN VOULU COMPLETER CETTE FICHE. VOIX/ATM (613) 991-6412 
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